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SAMANTHA SINGH 
Absa Bank 

 
Samantha Singh is a senior member of the Absa research team. As a strategist, she is 

responsible for producing FX, local debt and sovereign credit research on the African markets. 
She often travels across the continent to interact with policy makers and clients. 
  

Samantha joined Absa in 2017 after spending nearly a decade in various roles in the 
research team at Standard Bank. She holds a B.Comm degree in Economics and completed 
post graduate studies in business, both in South Africa. 

 
 

KEVIN DALY 
Aberdeen Standard Investments 

 
Kevin is an investment director on the emerging market debt team at abrdn and is based 

in London. Kevin joined the company in 2007 and oversees the two dedicated frontier market 
bond funds. 

 
Over the past few years he been an active participant in discussions on G20 debt relief 

initiatives with the Paris Club, IMF, World Bank, UNECA and the IIF.  
 

Prior to joining abrdn, Kevin spent over ten years with Standard & Poor’s in London and 
Singapore.  

 
TATONGA RUSIKE 

BofA Securities 
 
Tatonga is the Sub-Saharan Africa economist at BofA Emerging Markets Economics and 

Strategy team based in London. He joined BofA in August 2021.  
 

Tatonga has been covering the African continent for more than 10years. His focus at 
BofA are South Africa, Ghana, Nigeria, Kenya, Angola and Zambia. For Ghana, Tatonga thinks 
public finances will get better rather than get worse, and has written multiple constructive pieces 
on Ghana.  
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Prior to joining BofA, he was a sovereign credit analyst at S&P for 9 years covering a 
wide range of Sub-Saharan African countries. His notable contributions include managing the 
rating transitions of Zambia, and Mozambique to default and South Africa to non-investment 
grade. He has contributed to the DSSI and common framework discussions for African 
sovereigns.  

 
Tatonga has a PhD in Development Finance from Wits University, South Africa. 
  

 
KATHRYN EXUM 

Gramercy 
 

Kathryn Exum is Director and Co-Head of Sovereign Research & Strategy at Gramercy 
Funds Management. Ms. Exum has over 10 years of industry experience and focuses on global 
sovereign fixed income opportunities and credit analysis. As a member of Gramercy’s Research 
Team and Investment Committee, she is responsible for making key market calls supported by 
proprietary research. She manages the firm’s sovereign ESG framework and is a member of the 
Emerging Markets Investors Alliance.  
 

Prior to joining Gramercy, Ms. Exum spent 5 years at J.P. Morgan as an Associate in the 
Country Risk Management and Sovereign Advisory teams. She was responsible for evaluating 
sovereign risk appetite through macroeconomic, political, and exposure analyses on a portfolio 
of countries. Ms. Exum also co-managed and contributed to several sovereign advisory 
mandates globally. 
 

YVETTE BABB 
William Blair 

 
Yvette Babb is a hard and local currency portfolio manager on William Blair’s emerging 

markets debt (EMD) team where she primarily focuses on Sub-Sahara Africa.  
 

Before joining William Blair, she was a portfolio manager on NN Investment Partners’ 
EMD team, where she focused on frontier market analysis and portfolio management, working 
with both the hard currency and local currency teams. Before joining NNIP in 2018, Yvette was 
chief economist and strategist for sub-Saharan Africa for J.P. Morgan. She also held a similar 
role at Standard Bank in Johannesburg, South Africa. Yvette serves on the PRI’s Sovereign 
Advisory Committee (SDAC).  
 

Yvette graduated from the Erasmus University of Rotterdam where she obtained a 
Bachelor of Science in International Economics and Business Studies and from the University of 
Amsterdam, where she obtained a Master of Science in  Economics. She also spent a semester 
at the University of Stellenbosch where she participated in numerous post graduate classes.  
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