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RAMIRO BLAZQUEZ (MODERATOR) 
BancTrust 

 
Ramiro Blazquez is currently Head of Research & Strategy at BancTrust & Co. He holds 

an MSc in Financial Engineering from Birkbeck College, The University of London, and an MA in 
Economics from Universidad Torcuato Di Tella (Argentina). In addition, he pursued graduate 
studies in Finance at Universidad de San Andrés, where he also obtained his Economics 
degree. 

 
Prior to joining BancTrust, Ramiro was leading the research team at an Argentine 

brokerage house. In the previous ten years, he worked as Senior Latam Economist for HSBC 
Global Research, covering the major South American countries. He was also an economist at 
the IMF’s Argentina office, Managing Director at Universidad Di Tella’s Center for Financial 
Research (CIF) and adviser for the Presidential office during Fernando De la Rúa’s term. 

 
 

ALEJANDRO ARREAZA 
Barclays 

 
Alejandro Arreaza is a Latin American economist at Barclays. Based in New York, 

Arreaza is responsible for the firm’s macroeconomic coverage of the Andean and Central 
American and Caribbean Economies. He joined Barclays in 2010 after working for several years 
in the financial markets in Venezuela. From 2004 to 2010, Arreaza was an economist at 
Bancaribe, the sixth largest bank in Venezuela, which is associated with Scotiabank. 

 
Prior to this, he worked in economics research for Santander Group Banco de 

Venezuela. 
 
Arreaza received a Master’s in Public Administration degree from Columbia University 

with a concentration in Economic Policy. He also holds a Master’s degree in Economics from the 
Universidad Católica Andres Bello in Venezuela, where he also received his B.A. in Economics. 
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MICHEL AUBENAS 
Blackrock 

 
Michel Aubenas, CFA, Managing Director, is a portfolio manager for the Emerging 

Markets Debt team within BlackRock's Portfolio Management Group. He is the lead portfolio 
manager for emerging markets sovereign debt strategies. 
  

Prior to joining BlackRock in June 2012, Mr. Aubenas was a senior portfolio manager for 
the emerging markets debt team at Fischer Francis Trees and Watts ("FFTW"), a BNP Paribas 
Investment Partner ("BNPP IP"), where he was managing sovereign debt strategies and shared 
regional coverage of Eastern Europe, Latin America and Frontier markets. Previously, Mr. 
Aubenas held several positions as an emerging markets debt portfolio manager, where he 
gained a cross-assets investment expertise in external debt (sovereign, quasi-sovereign and 
corporate), local rates and currencies. 
  

Mr. Aubenas earned an MSc degree in economics and a BSc degree in applied 
mathematics in 1998, and an MA degree in banking and finance in 1999, all from Dauphine 
University in Paris. 

 
 

CHASE KANIECKI 
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton 

 
Chase is a partner at Cleary Gottlieb whose practice focuses on international trade and 

national security matters, including CFIUS, economic sanctions, export controls, customs, and 
trade remedies. He advises clients on international trade and national security issues and 
foreign direct investment matters, including filing CFIUS notices and negotiating mitigation 
agreements in the energy, semiconductor, telecommunications, aerospace and defense, and 
transportation sectors, among others.  

 
Chase also represents clients in economic sanctions and export control matters, 

including issues related to the embargoes and other restrictions administered by the Office of 
Foreign Assets Control, as well as the International Traffic in Arms Regulations and the Export 
Administration Regulations. 

 
He regularly contributes to Cleary’s Foreign Investment and International Trade Watch 

blog and was recently published in Corporate Disputes magazine.  
 
Chase joined the firm as counsel in 2020 after more than 10 years of assisting clients in 

a range of sectors as a member of the international trade practices at other major international 
law firms, and became a partner in 2022. 

 
He received a J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law and an 

undergraduate degree from the University of Pittsburgh. 
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MIKE CONELIUS 

T. Rowe Price 
 

Michael Conelius is a senior advisor for sovereign distressed debt in the Fixed Income 
Division. He is a vice president of the International and Global Funds and the Multi-Sector 
Account Portfolios. Michael is a member of the Distressed Advisory Committee. He is a vice 
president of T. Rowe Price Group, Inc., T. Rowe Price Associates, Inc., and T. Rowe Price Trust 
Company, Ltd. 

 
Michael has been with T. Rowe Price since 1988, beginning as a financial analyst in the 

Corporate Finance department. After that, he was a credit analyst and then portfolio manager 
on the Emerging Markets team before assuming his current role. Prior to T. Rowe Price, he was 
employed by Booz Allen Hamilton as a consultant. 

 
Michael earned a B.S. in finance from Towson University and an M.S. in finance from 

Loyola University Maryland. He also has earned the Chartered Financial Analyst designation. 
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