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AMBASSADOR J. PETER PHAM (MODERATOR) 
Atlantic Council 

 
J. Peter Pham rejoined the Atlantic Council as a distinguished fellow in March 2021, after 

concluding public service as United States Special Envoy for the Sahel Region with the personal rank of 
Ambassador. He had previously been Atlantic Council vice president for research and regional initiatives 
and director of the Council’s Africa Center. 
 

From 2018 to 2020, Ambassador Pham served as the United States Special Envoy for the Great 
Lakes Region of Africa at the US Department of State with a mandate from Secretary of State Michael 
Pompeo “for coordinating the implementation of U.S. policy on the cross-border security, political, and 
economic issues in the Great Lakes region, with an emphasis on strengthening democratic institutions 
and civil society, as well as the safe and voluntary return of the region’s refugees and internally 
displaced persons.” 
 

In March 2020, he was appointed the first-ever US Special Envoy for the Sahel, a position 
created to assume “the lead in shaping, devising and coordinating U.S. strategy on the cross-border 
security, political, economic, assistance, and social issues arising in the Sahel as well as coordinating 
with both international partners and U.S. Government stakeholders to help return the Sahel to stability 
through programs to enhance security and support governance, political liberalization, social progress 
and economic development.” 
 

Prior to joining the Atlantic Council in 2011, Ambassador Pham was previously senior vice 
president of the National Committee on American Foreign Policy, and editor of its bimonthly 
journal, American Foreign Policy Interests. He was also a tenured associate professor of justice studies, 
political science, and Africana studies at James Madison University in Harrisonburg, Virginia, where he 
was director of the Nelson Institute for International and Public Affairs. He served on the Senior Advisory 
Group of the US Africa Command from 2008-2013. 
 

From 2008 to 2017 he also served as vice president of the Association for the Study of the 
Middle East and Africa (ASMEA), an academic organization which represents more than 1,300 scholars 
of Middle Eastern and African Studies at more than 300 colleges and universities in the United States 
and overseas and was founding editor-in-chief of ASMEA’s peer-reviewed Journal of the Middle East 
and Africa. 
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Ambassador Pham is the author of more than 300 essays and reviews and the author, editor, or 

translator of over a dozen books, including, most recently, Somalia: Fixing Africa’s Most Failed 
State (Tafelberg, 2013; coauthored with Greg Mills and David Kilcullen). Dr. Pham also contributes to a 
number of publications including The National Interest and Foreign Policy, and regularly appears as a 
commentator on broadcast and print media outlets including CBS, PBS, VOA, CNN, the Fox News 
Channel, MSNBC, NPR, the BBC, Reuters, the Associated Press, Agence France-Presse, the Wall 
Street Journal, the New York Times, the Washington Post, the Washington Times, USA 
Today, Newsweek, US News & World Report, the Times of London, New Statesman, Maclean’s, Le 
Monde, and Le Temps. 
 

A longtime staunch advocate of robust American engagement with Africa, Ambassador Pham 
served as member of the USAID-funded International Republican Institute (IRI) delegation monitoring the 
historic post-conflict national elections in Liberia in 2005. He also served on the IRI pre-election 
assessment (2006) and election observation delegations to Nigeria (2007, 2011) and Somaliland (2010). 
He is also a frequent guest lecturer on African affairs at the Foreign Service Institute, the US Army War 
College, the Joint Special Operations University, and other US government professional educational 
institutions. 
 

In 2015, the Regents of the Smithsonian Institution elected Ambassador Pham to the Board of 
the National Museum of African Art, reelecting him to successive terms in 2018 and 2021. He served 
concurrently as vice-chair of the Board from 2016-2021. 

 
Ambassador Pham is the recipient of numerous honors and awards from African countries in 

recognition of contributions made over the course of his career to strengthening relations between the 
United States and Africa, including Commander of the National Order of Mali, Commander of the 
National Order of Burkina Faso, Officer of the National Order of Merit of Niger, Commander of the 
National Order of Merit of Gabon, and Commander of the Order of the Friendship of Peoples of Burundi. 

 
 

CLAUDIA CASTRO 
Invesco 

 
Claudia Castro is a Director of Fixed Income Research for the Invesco Fixed Income team. 
 
Ms. Castro joined Invesco when the firm combined with OppenheimerFunds in 2019.  She joined 

OppenheimerFunds in 2004 and has covered emerging markets since 2000.  In addition to her work on 
emerging market sovereigns, Ms. Castro leads the firm’s development of its ESG sovereign 
infrastructure solution. It combines Invesco’s Fixed Income proprietary ESG scores with specialist insight 
to build out qualitative assessments integrated into sovereign bond investing. Ms. Castro started her 
career in the global securities industry at Morgan Stanley, serving in the global economics group.  She 
held academic and research positions at various institutions, including the Belgium University of Louvain, 
the Central Bank of Spain, the International Monetary Fund, and the World Bank.  Over the course of her 
tenures as an economist, political scientist, and financial market practitioner, she has covered a range of 
advanced, emerging, and frontier markets, focusing on political risk, policymaking, and capital 
markets.  Earlier in her training career, she worked on various economic projects in Brazil, Switzerland, 
and Italy, at Companhia Vale do Rio Doce, Esso Brasil SA, International Trade Centre Unctad/GATT, 
and Pirelli Coordinamento Pneumatici. 

 
Ms. Castro earned a PhD from Columbia University in economics, and her main area of research 

was international finance. In addition to her PhD and master's degrees in economics from Columbia 
University, she earned a master's degree in political science from the University of Pennsylvania, and a 
BA degree in economics from Universidade do Estado do Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

GUILLERMO FELICES 
PGIM Fixed Income 

 
 Guillermo Felices, PhD is a Principal and Global Investment Strategist at PGIM Fixed Income, 
based in London.  
 

Mr. Felices is responsible for designing macro-based investment strategy across asset classes. 
Prior to joining the Firm in August 2021, Mr. Felices was Head of Investment Strategy and a member of 
the Multi-Asset Investment Committee at BNP Paribas Asset Management.  

 
Previously, he was Head of Asset Allocation Research for Europe at Barclays, having joined in 

2011 as Head of Foreign Exchange Strategy for Europe. Earlier, he was a Senior Global Macro 
Strategist at Citi (2007-2011) and a Senior Economist at the Bank of England (2002-2007).  

 
During 2016, Mr. Felices was a Research Fellow at the London School of Economics and 

Political Science. His research has been published in books and academic journals and his commentary 
has appeared regularly in the global financial press.  

 
Mr. Felices holds a PhD and an MA in Economics from New York University (Fulbright Scholar) 

and he received his BA in Economics from Universidad del Pacifico in Lima, Peru. 
 

 
JOSE PEREZ-GOROZPE 

S&P Global Ratings 
 

Jose Perez-Gorozpe is the Head Credit Research for Emerging Markets and chairs the credit 
conditions committee for Emerging Markets. Credit Conditions Committees meet quarterly to review 
macroeconomic conditions in each of four regions (Asia-Pacific, Latin America, North America, and 
Europe, the Middle East, and Africa). Discussions center on identifying credit risks and their potential 
ratings impact in various sectors, as well as borrowing and lending trends for businesses and 
consumers.  

 
Jose also chairs the Global Emerging Markets Risk and Research Hub. This Hub coordinates our 

economists, research analysts and senior practice representatives to determine our house view on key 
macro and credit trends in emerging markets.  

 
Jose spent ten years as part of the Financial Institutions analytical team in Mexico’s City office. 

He was responsible for the analysis of several financial systems in Latin America. He also performed 
credit rating analysis for the largest banks in the region and several insurance companies.  

 
Previously, he was part of the International Public Finance Ratings team, responsible for the 

analysis of various local and regional governments, public utilities, and other public entities.  
 
Jose joined S&P Global Ratings in November 2003 and holds a BA in Economics from Instituto 

Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM) and a Master’s Degree in Banks and Financial Markets from 
Universidad Anahuac. 
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