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ARTURO PORZECANSKI (MODERATOR) 
American University 

 
Arturo Porzecanski is a professor of international economics at American University.  He was 

previously on the faculty of Columbia University, New York University and Williams College, but academia 
since 2005 is his Second Act, having spent nearly three decades working as an international economist 
on Wall Street. 

 
He served as chief economist for emerging markets at ABN AMRO Bank, ING Bank, and Kidder, 

Peabody & Co.; and previously as chief economist at Republic National Bank of New York and as senior 
economist with J.P. Morgan for a dozen years.  He carries out and publishes research in international 
finance and provides consulting services to law and financial firms, as well as to U.S. government 
agencies and multilateral organizations. 

 
Prof. Porzecanski, originally from Uruguay, holds a Ph.D. in economics from the University of 

Pittsburgh. 
 

 
CHARLES BLITZER 
Blitzer Consulting 

 
Charles Blitzer is the Principal of Blitzer Consulting, advising private and official sector clients on a 

broad range of global economic, financial, and capital markets issues including sovereign debt 
management and restructuring. 

 
From 2001-2010, Dr. Blitzer was Assistant Director of the Monetary and Capital Markets 

Department at the International Monetary Fund where he led work on vulnerabilities of emerging market 
countries, sovereign debt management and restructuring, and global capital flows. 

 
Prior experience included Managing Director and Chief International Economist for DLJ in London, 

Chief Economist of the World Bank’s Moscow Office, and senior research fellow at MIT.  Dr. Blitzer 
received his Ph.D. in economics from Stanford University. 
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LEE BUCHHEIT 

 
Lee C. Buchheit retired in 2019 after a 43 year legal career.  Mr. Buchheit has worked on over two 

dozen sovereign debt restructurings over the last four decades and currently serves as a strategic adviser 
to the administration of President Juan Guaido in Venezuela. 

 
 

AUGUSTO DE LA TORRE 
Columbia University 

 
Augusto de la Torre is a professional economist that has combined research, writing, service at 

multilateral organizations, policy advice, and policy making throughout a rich career, with a special focus 
on Latin America. 

 
De la Torre currently teaches at Columbia University’s School of Public and International Affairs, 

in New York City; is the Director of the Economics Research Center at the Universidad de las Américas 
(UDLA) in Quito, Ecuador; and acts frequently as a senior policy consultant. 

 
He left the World Bank at the end of 2016, after 20 years of service in various senior roles.  In the 

first 10 years he concentrated in macroeconomic and financial sector themes, including as Head of the 
Global Financial Systems Department and as Senior Financial Sector Advisor for Latin America.  In the 
last 10 years, he was the World Bank’s Chief Economist for Latin America. 

 
Prior to his World Bank career, he served as the Governor of the Central Bank of Ecuador (1993-

1996) and worked at the International Monetary Fund (1986-1992), including in the post of IMF Resident 
Representative in Venezuela (1991-1992). 
 

 
ANNA GELPERN 

Georgetown University 
 

Anna Gelpern is an Agnes N. Williams Research Professor at Georgetown Law and a nonresident 
senior fellow at the Peter G. Peterson Institute for International Economics.  She has published research 
on government debt, contracts, and regulation of financial institutions and markets.  She has co-authored 
a law textbook on International Finance and has contributed to international initiatives on financial reform 
and government debt.  She co-directs the Sovereign Debt Forum, a collaboration among Georgetown 
Law’s Institute of International Economic Law and academic institutions in the United States and Europe, 
dedicated to cutting edge research and capacity building in sovereign debt management. 
 

Before coming to Georgetown, she held full-time appointments at the American University 
Washington College of Law, Rutgers School of Law-Newark and Rutgers University Division of Global 
Affairs.  She has held visiting appointments at Harvard and Penn law schools.  Between 1996 and 2002, 
Professor Gelpern served in legal and policy positions at the U.S. Treasury Department.  Earlier she 
practiced with Cleary Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton in New York and London.  Professor Gelpern has taught 
International Finance, Contracts, Commercial Law, Financial Institutions and International Law. 

 
She earned an A.B. from Princeton University, a J.D. from Harvard Law School, and a M.Sc. from 

the London School of Economics and Political Science. 
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