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PROFESSOR HAKAN KARA 
Bilkent University (Former Chief Economist and Director of Research and Monetary 

Policy Department, Central Bank of Turkiye) 
 

Dr. Kara is a former chief economist (2012-2019) and director of research and monetary 
policy department (2008-2012) at the Central Bank of Turkey. He holds a Ph.D. degree from 
New York University, M.A. from Bilkent University, and B.S. degree from METU. He played a 
leading role in the analysis, design, communication, and implementation of monetary and 
macroprudential policies in Turkey between 2003 and 2020.  
 

Hakan Kara has published regularly in peer-reviewed top academic journals, focusing on 
inflation, monetary policy, and the macrofinancial landscape in emerging markets and Turkey. 
Dr. Kara taught graduate and undergraduate courses in New York University, Corvinus 
University, and Middle East Technical University. He was an editor of Central Bank Review, a 
member of the management committee of the International Journal of Central Banking, and a 
board of trustee in ODTÜ Parlar Foundation. Kara served as a consultant for various 
international financial institutions including IMF and World Bank as well as some local 
conglamerates, TÜSİAD, and leading banks in Turkey. Since 2020, Prof. Kara  is a full time 
professor at Bilkent University, specialized in central banking, international macro, financial 
institutions, Turkish economy and economic policy. 

 
 

HANDE KUCUK 
BofA Securities 

 
Hande Kucuk is the Türkiye and Israel Economist within the EMEA Research team. 

Before joining Bank of America in January 2026, she spent four years at Morgan Stanley as an 
economist.  

 
Prior to that, she worked at the Central Bank of the Republic of Türkiye (CBRT) from 

2002 to 2020, where she held several roles and most recently served as Deputy Executive 
Director in the Monetary Policy and Research Department.  

 
She holds a PhD in Economics from the London School of Economics and Political 

Science (LSE) and is based in London. 
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YULIA DI MAMBRO 
Federated Hermes 

 
Yulia di Mambro is a Portfolio Manager and Senior Investment Analyst at Federated 

Hermes.  
  

Prior to joining Federated in 2017, Yulia spent ten years on the sellside in various roles 
including in the Financial Institutions Group M&A at Goldman Sachs and developed markets 
equity and fixed income research at Barclays.  
  

Yulia holds a first class degree in Economics from Cambridge University. 
 

      
AHMET KILINC 
Fitch Ratings 

 
Ahmet Emre Kilinc is a Director in Fitch’s Financial Institutions Group, based in London. 

He is the head of the Turkish banks team.  
 
Prior to joining Fitch, he worked in Istanbul as an equity analyst and in investor relations.  
 
Ahmet holds a BSc in International Relations from Middle East Technical University. 
 
 

ELINA THEODORAKOPOULOU 
Manulife Investment Management 

 
Based in London, Elina provides provides portfolio management and investment 

analysis on emerging-market debt.  
 
Prior to joining the firm, she worked at Fulcrum Asset Management, where she was the 

lead manager of its global fixed income capabilities and a senior member of the global macro 
discretionary team.  

 
Prior to that, she worked at Société Générale in cross-asset sales to institutional clients. 

She began her career at Santander Global Banking. 
 

 
MATT VOGEL 

Marex 
 

Matthew Vogel is Head of Global EM Strategy at Marex. He has covered EM since 1990 
having worked on LatAm and EMEA at the World Bank; in the markets he has headed Emerging 
EMEA Strategy at Merrill Lynch and Barclays and was global EM strategist at FIM Partners 
before joining Marex. 
 

He has worked on Turkey since 1997 and lived in Istanbul from 2011-2014. 
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