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SAMANTHA SINGH-JAMI (Moderator) 
Rand Merchant Bank 

 
Samantha Singh- Jami heads the Africa (excluding South Africa) research team at RMB. 

She also doubles as the rates and credit strategist. In her role as a strategist, she is responsible 
for producing FX, local debt and sovereign credit research on African economies while her team 
mainly focuses on fundamental research. She often travels across the continent to interact with 
policy makers, clients and the broader RMB teams in those jurisdictions.  

 
Samantha joined RMB in November 2022 after about a decade and a half in similar roles 

at other South African banks. 
 
She holds a B.Comm degree in Economics and completed post graduate studies in 

business, all in South Africa. 
 

UNOMA OKOLO  
Artisan Partners 

 
Unoma Okolo is a Portfolio Manager on the Emerging Market Debt team at Artisan 

Partners, EMsights Capital Group. She is responsible for investment decisions in Asia and Sub-
Saharan Africa across the team’s local, blended and absolute return strategies. 
 

Prior to joining Artisan Partners in January 2022, she was an EM sovereign analyst at 
Fidelity Investments, responsible for macroeconomic and investment analysis on issuers across 
Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia with a focus on frontier sovereigns.  
 

Unoma earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics from Stanford University, and 
also studied at East China Normal University in Shanghai. She is a CFA charterholder and a 
member of CFA Society Boston. Unoma is a dual US/Nigerian national. 

 
IZZET YILDIZ 

Nuveen 
 

Izzet Yildiz is Senior Director in the Nuveen Global Fixed Income Research team. Mr. 
Yildiz is responsible for macro strategy, FX and sovereign research on Sub Saharan Africa, 
Mexico as well as Central America & Caribbean.  
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Prior to joining Nuveen, he was a Senior Sovereign Analyst at Putnam Investments 

where he covered Africa & Middle East, among other responsibilities. 
  
He previously worked at Merrill Lynch as a Sovereign Strategist, and he also was an 

Economist at the World Bank.  
 

Mr. Yildiz earned Ph.D. in Economics from Columbia University, and M.Sc. from Bilkent 
University. 

 
TODD PETERSEN 

PGIM 
 

Todd Petersen is a Principal and portfolio manager for PGIM Fixed Income's Emerging 
Markets Debt Team. Mr. Petersen is responsible for hard currency emerging markets debt in the 
Central Eastern Europe, Africa and Middle East regions. 

 
Prior to assuming this position, he was an Associate for emerging market debt portfolios 

in the Portfolio Analysis Group of PGIM Fixed Income. Previously he was an analyst for high 
yield debt portfolios in the Portfolio Analysis Group of PGIM Fixed Income. Mr. Petersen joined 
the Firm in 2002. 

 
He received a BS in both Economics and Information Systems Management from The 

College of New Jersey, and an MBA from New York University. 
 
 

PATRICK CURRAN 
Tellimer 

 
Patrick is a Senior Economist at Tellimer and is responsible for emerging market macro 

and sovereign research across Africa, the Middle East and Asia.  
 
Prior to joining Tellimer, he was a research associate at Eaton Vance in Boston with a 

focus on SSA sovereign debt and interned at the South African Reserve Bank in Pretoria.  
 
He holds an MA in International Economics at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced 

International Studies in Washington and is a CFA charterholder. 
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